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New 24,564  Permanent Residents arrived from India in to Canada in 2003  
Canada welcomed 53,514 new permanent residents (principal applicants, spouses and dependants) in the final quarter of 2003, an increase of almost 28% in comparison with the final quarter of 2002. This brought the total number to 221,340 for 2003—slightly above the lower end of the 220,000 to 245,000 range established in the Immigration Plan for 2003.
In this quarter, economic immigrants accounted for almost 49% (26,010) of new permanent residents. This included 22,030 skilled workers, 1,515 business immigrants, 1,122 provincial and territorial nominees and 1,343 live-in caregivers. Almost 33% (17,413) of the new permanent residents were family class immigrants, and 17% (9,101) were refugees and other protected persons.
Economic immigrants (principal applicants, spouses and dependants) accounted for 55% (122,744) of the year-end total for all landings, family class immigrants for 32% (70,707) and refugees and other protected persons for 12% (25,960).
In addition to the Canada–Quebec Accord, which gives Quebec all rights and responsibilities for the selection of immigrants, agreements have been signed between the federal government and several other provinces and territories in Canada that allow them to nominate immigrants who can make a specific contribution to their economy. The total number of provincial and territorial nominees climbed to 4,418 in 2003, more than double the level recorded in 2002 (2,127). The same scenario occurred for live-in caregivers who obtained permanent resident status, which increased to 3,301 from 1,981 in the previous year.

Source Countries
In the final quarter of 2003, two out of every five new permanent residents arrived from one of the top five source countries and one in two from the top 10 countries. China was the highest ranking source country with 15% (7,769) of the new permanent residents landed in the quarter, a 26% increase over the same quarter of the previous year. India ranked second with 5,296 landings, a 22% increase over the same quarter of 2002. The Philippines ranked third with 3,375 landings during the final quarter of 2003, followed closely by Pakistan at 3,290.
Looking at annual figures, China continued to be the primary source country in 2003, accounting for 16% of all new permanent residents, followed by India, Pakistan and the Philippines. In 2003, an increase of 9% was noted for China and the Philippines. In contrast, permanent residents from India declined by 15% and those from Pakistan by 13%. Other countries which noted increased movements since 2002 included the United States and the United Kingdom (13% and 10% more permanent residents, respectively), while immigrants arriving from Iran declined by 27%.
 
Destination
In the final quarter of 2003, all provinces except Newfoundland saw increases in their number of new permanent residents in comparison with the same quarter of the previous year. The number of immigrants destined for Ontario increased by 28% to 28,721, Quebec by 27% to 9,945, British Columbia by 30% to 8,161, Alberta by 20% to 3,771 and Manitoba by 71% to 1,717 compared to the final quarter of 2002.
Year-end figures show that the total number of new permanent residents declined by 7,718 (3.4%) in 2003, but the target range established in the Immigration Plan for 2003 was met. The decline was primarily the result of fewer immigrants going to Ontario, which experienced a 10% decline in the number of new permanent residents during the year. Declines were also noted for Newfoundland (10%) and New Brunswick (5%). In contrast, Manitoba showed a 40% increase over the 2002 level. The arrival of higher numbers of provincial nominees selected by the province under the Manitoba Provincial Nominee Program significantly contributed to this increase. Other provinces noting increases included Quebec (5%), British Columbia (4%), Alberta (7%), Nova Scotia (4%) and Prince Edward Island (40%). The annual level for Saskatchewan was essentially unchanged.
Foreign worker: Overall, in 2003, the United States was the leading source country for temporary foreign workers with 19% (15,423) of the total. Mexico ranked second with 13% (11,074) and Jamaica, Australia and the United Kingdom were each the source of 7% (almost 6,000 each) of foreign workers. The top 10 source countries in 2003 were very similar to the top source countries recorded in 2002, although there was some variation in the ranking and the levels coming from different countries. The most important difference was a 24% (4,879) decline in the number of foreign workers coming from the United States. Again, this can be partly attributed to the fact that IRPA has facilitated the movement of certain categories of temporary foreign workers.
Foreign student: In 2003, almost all the top 10 source countries experienced declines ranging from 41% for students from Mexico to 4% from France. Again, much of this is likely the result of the implementation of IRPA, which does not require students in programs of six months or less to obtain a study permit. The only country in the top 10 which showed an increase over 2002 was India, with a rise of 14%. Despite decreases over 2002, South Korea, China, Japan and the United States remained the top four source countries for foreign students in 2003.
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